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April 1, 2021 

 

 

Mayor Donald D. Lyons 

City Council Members 

 

Dear Mayor Lyons and City Council Members:  

 

Next Meeting:  None 

 

Director of Public Services Chad Truskowski reports even with quite a few employees on 

vacation this week, the remaining 

staff did our best to keep things 

moving.  Monday was the start of 

the yard waste pick-up for the 

season, beginning with Ward 1.  

Ward 2 is scheduled for next 

week, and Ward 3 the third full 

week.  We plan to continue this 

pattern throughout the season.  

Grave sites from winter burials 

have been top-dressed and 

planted; and, winter decorations 

have been collected.  Restorations also continue from plow damage.  Unfortunately, we found 

the gates that lead from the cemetery into the trails have been damaged, requiring significant 

repair.  

 

Salt has been emptied from spreaders; and, winter equipment has been removed and cleaned for 

the season.  Salt has also been ordered for next season.  An offer was extended and accepted for 

the chief mechanic position, with a tentative start date of April 27th.  Rank’s continues to assist 

with repairs. 

 

The crew cleared rags from pump #2 at 

Pokagon lift station; and, we are trouble-

shooting a sump issue at city hall.  DPW 

assisted F&V with pumping down both 

primary clarifiers due to rags again 

caught in the cross-collectors.  While 

there, the guys also cleaned the 

primary/secondary clarifier scum 

collectors, and also the bypass pit.   

 

McDonald Underground and MEC bored 



and installed the electric to 505 Spruce.      In addition, a concrete drive, approach, and sidewalk 

was poured.  MEC disconnected a service to a structure being demolished on Budlow.  And, we 

met with MEC to discuss the work-plans for the remainder of 2021 and 2022. 

 

Other projects include providing utility information for the 

extension properties at Villamere, revising the layout for 

the N. Paul sidewalk, reviewing quotes for basketball court 

repairs at Walter Ward, working through a couple of curb-

cut permit requests, exercising valves at the Water 

Treatment Plant, and meeting Wightman regarding items 

for the CCWS Flushing plan, and City Reliability 

Study/General Plan.  MDOT completed the sidewalk 

restoration on the NE corner of Prairie Ronde/M-51N.    

We are investigating road bump on Marcellus Highway.  

The flooring projects at city hall and the Snow building 

were completed.  And, we continue seeking alternatives                    

to the traditional spring clean-up.  
 

 
 

 

 

Museum Director Steve Arseneau held the first virtual program of the season and those 

attending got a new perspective of Gettysburg during the Civil War. In the coming months 

Steve will be virtually sharing the history behind a number of his personal favorite artifact at 

our museum. 

 

Great progress continues on redevelopment projects throughout the city including the former 

ICG building’s transformation into parking for the school district’s campus, Beckwith Park’s 

reconstruction, 143 S. Front Street’s redevelopment, the library’s renovation, new homes on 

Spruce Street, and numerous housing renovation projects throughout the City of Dowagiac. As 

the year progresses we are expecting many more investments to continue within the city. 

 

 

Sincerely,     

 

 

Kevin Anderson, City Manager 


